Herbert Rowse Armstrong.
time in France up to 23rd May, 1919.    During the absence of the appellant
on war service,  after a short time Mayfield was let and Mrs. Armstrong
with the children went to  Teignmouth,  where  some of her family lived
While she was there Mrs. Armstrong suffered from almost chronic indiges-
tion.   She suffered from rheumatism,  neuritis,   and loss of power in her
hands.    She also suffered from loss of power in her feet.    On 17th January
1917, she made a will.    In it she left her property ultimately to be divided
among her children,  and she left an annuity of  £50, subsequently £100
to   her   husband,   besides   making   a   bequest   to   the housekeeper of  the
appellant.      There was clear evidence on the notes that not unnaturally
during   all   that   time—1917-1918—while   the   appellant   was   serving,   and
especially when he was in France, his wife was very anxious.     On 23rd
May,   1919, the  appellant  was   demobilised  and  returned to his home at
Mayfield.    There   was   evidence   that  early  in   that  year  Mrs.   Armstrong
was still suffering from indigestion and from neuritis and loss of power in
her hands and feet.   Eeturning in May,  1919,  the appellant took up his
practice as a solicitor.
During 1919 Mrs. Armstrong expressed to her sister in October a
desire to make a new will, telling her that she was not satisfied, now
that her husband was back, that she had left him enough. The first
really important month, as the case for the prosecution was put, was
August, 1920, because, according to the Attorney-General in opening the
case to the jury there, on 1st August Mrs. Armstrong was " quite well."
On 8th July, 1920—three weeks before the date taken by the Attorney-
General—the second will was made. That will played an important part
in the trial, because there was some suggestion that the making of that
will was carried through by the appellant, and it was put forward by
some sort of minor suggestion that it was a motive for the appellant
to get rid of his wife. There was some suggestion that the will was not
properly executed; yet in the same breath the prosecution was saying not
only that Mrs. Armstrong was quite well up to August, 1920, but that
she was a keen, clear-headed business woman, and there was this document
produced, signed by her. No suggestion was made at the trial that the
signature was anything else than Mrs. Armstrong's real signature; but
the suggestion was made that the will was not properly executed, and
the Attorney-General, in opening the case to the jury, suggested that so
great was the hurry of Armstrong to see that it was executed that he did
not wait until it could be properly executed. Yet the will was signed in
the presence of Miss Pearce, the housekeeper.
The lobd chief justice—The will was in the appellant's handwriting.
Sir henry curtis bennett—The body of it was. The evidence of
Miss Pearce was that, as far as she could remember, Major and Mrs.
Armstrong were in the drawing-room, and that she was called in, and
she remembered that Mrs. Armstrong, putting her hand on the paper,
said to her " Sign here." Miss Pearce further went on to say that she
had a recollection of Mrs. Armstrong saying " There is Lily Candy; she
can si|£n, too," and she was called into the room. Lily Candy was called,
and said that she remembered only signing one document for Major^ Arm-
strong, and did not know that it was a will; that she signed it in the
study, and that only Major Armstrong was present.
Counsel went on to say that that was made one of the suggestions
of motive in the case; yet, although it was held out as one of the sug-
gested motives, the prosecution were saying that when this keen, clear-
headed woman made the will she was quite well.
On 4th August, 1920, there was a purchase of some weed-killer. There
was a little dispute -whether it consisted of three or four packets of
weed-killer.
Mr. justice avory—When you say " weed-killer,'* what do you mean?
Sir henry curtis bennett—It was powdered weed-killer, and was
described as weed-killer.
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